
May 23, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 

23, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Chad Martin, 

Jennifer Bowles, and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Police Chief Sean Dunn.  

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; and Council Member 

Hodge, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of 

Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member 

Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to 

return to Open Session: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye. 

Mayor Teague read a statement coming out of Closed Session regarding the the Tobacco 

Commission and the grant given to Dr. Boaz’s medical school.   
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Following the invocation by Council Member Lawson and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of the May 9, 2017 Work Session and the May 9, 2017 

Council Meeting – Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes as 

presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in 

favor. 

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards – April 1 through June 

30, 2017 - City Manager Towarnicki stated that the service awards are a way to recognize the 

City employees.  Mayor Teague read the list of employees and recognized their years of service.   
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Consider presentation of a proclamation honoring Worth Harris Carter, Jr. – City 

Manager Towarnicki thanked the family for attending.  Mayor Teague said Mr. Carter had an 

important impact on the City from a service and financial perspective as well as on education.  

Teague read the proclamation and Council Members presented the proclamation to Mr. 

Carter’s family.  Council Member Hodge expressed gratitude from her family and said her 

father spoke highly of Mr. Carter and the assistance he provided her father as an 

entrepreneur.  Mr. Carter’s son thanked Council and the community for recognizing his 

father’s commitment, stating his father was “steady” and humble.   
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Presentation of a proclamation recognizing June 4-10, 2017 as Paint the Town Purple 

Week – Council Member Lawson read the proclamation and Council Members presented it to 

Michelle Grant, Volunteer for the American Cancer Society. Grant thanked Council and shared 

upcoming Relay for Life event details.  Council Member Lawson pointed out that the Police 

Department has a Relay for Life team for anyone looking to donate.   

 

Read and present a proclamation recognizing the Martinsville Circuit Court Clerk’s 

Office as the first office in Virginia to certify the Clerk and all staff in the Career Development 

Program of the Virginia Court Clerk’s Association – Mayor Teague emphasized that the 

Martinsville Circuit Court Clerk’s office is the first in the state to receive this certification 

throughout the entire office.  Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation and Council Members 

presented copies to Clerk’s Office employees.  Ashby Pritchett introduced his coworkers and 

recognized their years of service, stating that his staff averages 27.5 years of service in the 

Martinsville office.  Pritchett said they are honored and grateful to receive this recognition and 

is thankful for the longevity of the department.  The staff continues to take advantage of the 

newest technology and continues to get better at what they do.  Council Member Bowles 

thanked the staff and said she hears good things about the office.  City Attorney Monday 

explained that the staff works in an atmosphere that can be intimidating at times and over his 

40 years of experience with the department, the staff puts the residents who visit the office at 

ease.  Council Member Lawson said they were always professional and patient.  Mayor Teague 

said the department is a role model for other departments in the City.    



May 23, 2017 

 

Hear an update from the Public Works Department regarding various projects and 

operations – Due to illness, Chris Morris was unable to attend and will be providing an update 

at the June 13 Council meeting. 

Consider scheduling a joint City Council – Martinsville Planning Commission Public Hearing 

for June 13, 2017 for the City’s Zoning Ordinance update – City Manager Towarnicki summarized 

discussions at the previous Planning Commission meeting and presented a letter from the 

Planning Committee Commissioner Tim Martin to set that public hearing for June 13, 2017.  

Council Member Lawson and Council Member Hodge expressed concerns about providing 

residents adequate notice of the public hearing.  Council Member Bowles and Vice Mayor Martin 

requested that notice be shared with local churches and the ministerial group.  Assistant City 

Manager Wayne Knox said a mailing will be sent out to residents along with a copy on the City’s 

website, at the Library and a notice would be included in the newspaper.  Mayor Teague suggested 

that those previous meetings with the Planning Commission be aired over the next few weeks to 

help educate the public.  City Attorney Monday explained that whatever the current use of a 

resident’s property is would not be affected.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to set a joint 

public hearing for June 13, 2017, motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all 

members voting in favor.    

Consider setting public hearing for Council’s June 13, 2017 meeting for the purpose of 

receiving names of citizens interested in an appointment for one 3-year term on the  
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Martinsville City School Board, beginning July 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2020 – Mayor 

Teague explained that interested parties are not required to be present but their name would 

need to be mentioned at the public hearing to be considered as a candidate.  Council will 

conduct interviews before the June 27 Council meeting and depending on the number of 

applicants, possibly after the Council meeting adjourns.  Council Member Lawson made a 

motion to set the public hearing for June 13, Council Bowles seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.   

 

Consider approval on first reading of an ordinance authorizing the issuance of up to 

$11,740,000 principal amount of water and sewer revenue bonds of the City of Martinsville, 

Virginia and providing for the form, details, and payment thereof, related to the City’s sewer 

interceptor project – City Manager Towarnicki detailed the previous steps taken in the 

approval needed for the interceptor project financing.  Bids were received last week and came 

in about $2million less than expected.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the 

ordinance on first reading, Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with the following 

Roll Call vote:  Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; 

Council Member Hodge, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye. 
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Business from the Floor – Patrick H. Wright, Spruce Street stated if Christ is not 

allowed to be discussed as a religious figure in schools, then schools should consider teaching 

about Christ as a historical figure.   
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Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street said every time he reads about Tobacco Funds that it is 

given to a business with assets and he does not understand why it would be given to the 

school and why was it not presented to the Board of Directors.  He expressed concern about 

the decisions made regarding the medical school over the past years.  Harris presented a list of 

questions to Council and said he and other residents would like answers.   

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Bowles reminded residents to 

vote in June for Governor and Lt Governor. She congratulated the Start-Up winners especially 

her friend and owner of Blessed Life Tees.  She congratulated all 2017 graduates.  Bowles has 

participated in training through the YMCA and suggested anyone interested in this mentor 

program should contact Terry Carter at the YMCA.  Council Member Hodge explained that the 

money awarded to the Start-Up candidates is the path to economic development and she 

thanked those who applied for taking the risk.  Council Member Lawson said applications are 

being accepted for free-swimming lessons offered by the Delvin Hairston Memorial fund.  

Mayor Teague congratulated the Start-Up Candidates, stating that 22 businesses have started 

up with the assistance of these funds.  He expressed appreciation to Amanda Witt and CPEG 

for their work on the program, stating that there was a variety of businesses represented. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said that the Municipal building 

would be closed Monday for Memorial Day and shared Memorial Day event details at People’s 

Cemetery on Second Street at 10:30am, Roselawn at 12:00noon and Carver Memorial at 

6:30pm.  Towarnicki said there were seven businesses that were awarded funds this time the 

number of other residents who applied for the funds was amazing; Towarnicki said it was 

encouraging to see that level of interest of residents to venture out and start a business.  

Mayor Teague also recognized Dr. Godwin and others from Patrick Henry Community College 

for the training provided for the program. Towarnicki shared that there are numerous 

vacancies on City Boards and Commissions and encouraged residents to apply.  He said 

Strategic-Planning details was sent to Council and reminded them to send him any comments 

or requests for changes.  

Comments by City Attorney – City Attorney Monday thanked Council, City employees 

and residents for their condolences and compassion during the passing of his mother. 

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting 

adjourned at 8:40pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


